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Who we are 

Circle of Friends Australia Inc (COFA) has been working to support asylum seekers and 

refugees since 2002, with the organisation becoming incorporated in 2013. 

 

Individual Circles recruit their own members, raise their own funds, and choose their own 

purpose and action following COFA’s guiding objectives and principles.  All Circles share 

a common commitment to welcoming and assisting refugees and asylum seekers with the 

difficult process of establishing themselves in a new country or supporting them in detention 

and assisting them with their protection visa applications.  

 

Circles have one or more convenors who gather friends and contacts, and members of the 

public to do the work they set themselves. This allows Circles independence in how they 

operate and provides the organisation as a whole with the agility to respond quickly when 

there is a new situation and to meet the diverse range of needs of Asylum Seekers and 

Refugees. 

 

The individual Circles are the foundation of the organisation. They share their work at 

regular COFA meetings. They agree to abide by the COFA constitution and policies and 

use COFA’s financial services, including its tax-deductible charity status, bank account and 

group insurance cover for events. 

 

The Management Committee oversees the work of the Circles. The members of the 

Management Committee are closely associated with their own individual Circles and have 

extensive NGO, academic and professional experience. The Committee ensures that 

COFA maintains its financial integrity, consistency of values, and strategic direction.  

 

COFA’s organisational structure allows people’s creativity and generosity to flourish within 

an institution that has strong values and a clear direction. 

 

All members of COFA act in a voluntary capacity. There are no paid staff, and the 

administrative overheads are extremely low. COFA is committed to ensuring donations go 

directly to helping asylum seekers and refugees. 

 

The number of Circles fluctuates over time as new needs arise and old projects are 

completed. In 2022-23 COFA included 24 active Circles.  
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Chairperson's Report  

In late 2022 the Federal Government announced that refugees on safe haven enterprise 

visas and temporary protection visas would be granted permanent protection visas. As I 

write this in mid-2023, many are still waiting to be granted these visas.  

 

Amongst those who are now permanent residents there have been celebrations. One 

cause for celebration has been the opportunity to lodge family reunion applications. 

Unfortunately, these applications have very high fees and there are doubts whether many 

young adult children of new visa holders will be able to come under the restrictive rules. 

 

All asylum seekers and refugees are off Nauru, but about 70 still remain in Papua New 

Guinea. Some of those detained in offshore centres have been settled in New Zealand, 

Canada or the USA. Others who have experienced offshore detention are still waiting for a 

final settlement in Australia. There are also thousands of people on Bridging Visas who 

were betrayed by the Fast Track system that refused their asylum claims after years of 

trying. Currently, the Minister is reviewing the Afghan asylum claims as it is obvious Afghan 

asylum seekers cannot safely return to Afghanistan under the Taliban.  

 

Over the years, Home Affairs has excluded most asylum seekers from being able to claim 

SRSS payments, the only income support available for asylum seekers. This has left many 

people, who are unable to work for health reasons, without any income. They live in deep 

poverty. The Charity sector, including COFA, is left to try and support these vulnerable and 

destitute people. This is becoming increasingly difficult with rising living costs. Advocacy to 

the Commonwealth Government is ongoing to reinstate SRSS payments to all asylum 

seekers without exception.  

 

Additionally, the Asylum Seeker Community Network, of which COFA is a member, sought 

State Government support for asylum seekers who have no income, due to illness, injury, 

lack of work rights and exclusion from SRSS payments. No support has been provided by 

the South Australian Government, but advocacy continues. 

 

We have three new Circles; one supports a family; an existing group, the Fleurieu Refugee 

Support, is joining our network; and a new group joined both COFA and the Community 

Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot (CRISP) as a Community Supporter Group.   The 

long-standing Circles continue to contribute in many ways to ensure people can survive 

and build lives in this city with a network of people around them. 

 

I wish you all well in the continuing work to welcome asylum seekers and refugees, as we 

value them for who they are and all they have to offer us. 

 

Monica O’Wheel, Chair 

September 2023  
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Our Circles' Work 

Emergency Support 

 

Circle 110: Rapid Response   

Rapid Response Circle provides a response to appeals for assistance within 48 hours. It is 

a Circle “of last resort” to help with living expenses and settlement needs.  All new appeals 

to COFA are triaged through Circle 110. Where possible, appeals are referred to other 

Circles for their assistance. 

 

Circle 110’s income was just over $105,000 this financial year - $45,000 from the Suzanne 

Elliot Trust Fund, $16, 000 from other Circles, $6000 from Burnside Uniting Church Cares 

and $38,000 from individuals and small group donations.   This kept the Circle in a position 

to respond to new and ongoing calls for help while adhering to its principle of “filling gaps” 

in services available. 

 

Circle 110 supported 5 men with occasional rent.  Contributions towards living expenses 

went to 27 individuals and 15 families, with 9 individuals and 4 families needing ongoing 

support.  Most are also helped by other Circles with rent, bills, car, and phone expenses.  

Four refugees use Foodbank. 

 

Circle 110 offered support to several people to set up their homes and provide short-term 

financial support. The Convenor Trish Dundon sources second-hand items at low or no 

cost, including a nearly new fridge, microwave, electric bed and bedding, and a walking 

frame. Around 90 blankets and warm quilts, all with new or clean, donated covers, were 

delivered. Similarly, packages of goods and warm clothing were distributed. Carol Collin 

from Willunga Circle collected more than half of these items. 

 

There was an increase in referrals from women escaping violent situations – often with one 

child.   Many showed signs of severe trauma.   Visa situations for many were very complex, 

and single men with no visa or income continued to appear.  Calls for help with utility costs 

increased and it became significantly harder for those relying on $20 per day plus shopping 

cards to make ends meet.   

 

Circle 127: Afghan Emergency  

The Afghan Emergency Circle’s purpose is to support newly arriving Afghan families and 

individuals and to support Afghans in Australia who are desperate to bring their family 

members to safety. The Circle started in August 2021 when the Taliban took over Kabul 

and the Afghanistan Government. Immediately people started joining and/or donating 

money.  

 

On 15 August 2023 a small group held a vigil in Adelaide to commemorate the second 

anniversary of the fall of Kabul and Afghanistan to the Taliban. As we all know the situation 
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has been very dangerous for Afghan people particularly the Hazara people, people who 

worked for the previous Afghan government and all women. Many young women spoke 

very powerfully at the vigil, something they could not do in their homeland. 

 

The 10 members in our Circle 127 are supporting 11 families or individuals with regular 

personal support either by phone/internet or face to face. This support includes home 

visiting, socialising, dealing with bureaucracy or education issues, practising English, 

arranging driving lessons, helping with moving house and assisting with health 

appointments.  

 

We provided financial support for a wide range of needs, including university fees, a 

security license so a man could start work, Red Cross transport to medical appointments, 

a visa application, Ambulance cover, medical expenses, groceries, a washing machine, 

and overseas family living expenses. In total we spent over $14,000. 

 

 

Supporting Families 

 

 

Circle 13: Family of Four  

This Circle was created in January 2022 after a generous anonymous donation allowing 

financial support to be provided to a family of four whose Federal Government allowance 

ceased in December 2021.   

 

In November 2019 the family were granted refugee status under Nauruan law with 

Immigration stipulating that they would never be allowed to settle in Australia.  This 

determination remains in place. However, in September 2020 they were granted a Bridging 

Visa for 6 months and informed that they needed to find their own accommodation. They 

were allowed to work for the first time since arriving at Christmas Island in October 2013.   
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Issues facing the family include severe health problems for the parents, periodic 

unemployment and no access to Centrelink (therefore no concession card). From 

September 2022 to April 2023 the father had full-time seasonal work.  From April to August 

2023, he has not worked but recently was re-hired by the same vegetable farm. 

 

The family is visited weekly to provide comfort and practical assistance including help with 

phone calls, emails, liaising and support at appointments.  

 

There is much joy in working with this family who provide delicious meals and take-away 

boxes (“for Uncle”) at every visit, and their children who bring delight with their energy and 

joyfulness. 

 

Circle 75: Kensington  

The Kensington Circle supports asylum seekers and refugees as we meet them or are 

asked. We support two women and their families while they wait for the Humanitarian visas 

to be granted. One has now come from Pakistan to Australia to join her sister. The other is 

still sheltering illegally in an African city. We have also contributed to an Afghan woman’s 

appeal to raise money for widows in Afghanistan for costs of basic necessities like food. 

 

Circle 117: The Manresa Circle  

The Manresa Circle’s prime role is to assist a family of seven from the Congo by paying 

their rent and other small needs.  Members support them emotionally and with transport. 

Slowly but surely, the family is assimilating into the Australian way of life.  Through the 

Circle’s efforts the father is now in employment (albeit on a casual basis) which assists with 

utility needs. The Circle liaises with St Vincent de Paul regarding food and utility assistance. 

The St Ignatius Parish in Norwood provide the family a weekly allowance and the rent in a 

church property is at a much reduced rate. 

 

Circle 129: Family MF 

In November 2022 Circle of Friends was asked if support could be organised for a man on 

a temporary protection visa who became disabled as the result of an accident.  His family 

remained in his homeland and MF’s support for them had diminished.  

 

Since December 2022 Lesley Walker has visited MF each month, and supplied items such 

as warm clothing, blankets, take-away meals, Metrocard credit, and daily living support. In 

2023, active support for MF was initiated by Des Moriarty and includes advocacy, 

assistance with travel to medical appointments, and social events.   
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Providing Welcoming Community 

 

Circle 7: Blackwood - Hills 

The Blackwood-Hills Circle consists of around 30 members. Our main activities are in the 

form of direct support to refugees with visits, regular contact, friendship and practical 

support and targeted financial support.  We aim to support refugees and asylum seekers 

living between Darlington and Reynella, but also support people out of this area.  We 

currently support 7 families or individuals with 10 families supported over the course of the 

year. We provide a small monthly allowance to a student to enable them to complete 

university studies. The Circle also advocates on behalf of refugees and runs fundraising 

events to fund its targeted financial support. 

 

Circle 11: Willunga  

The Willunga Circle consists of 10 to 15 people who meet regularly to plan and coordinate 

activities and support for refugees. The Circle continues to support over 20 people and 

their families through friendship, practical support and financial assistance with majority of 

expenditure going towards rent, utility bills, other living costs and car expenses.  

 

Circle 109 

In mid-January, our Hazara son received a phone call from a woman in Iran, asking if he 

knew anyone in Australia who could help her get a refugee visa. Sue and I were certainly 

not looking for another big case, but we couldn’t say no to this mother with five young 

daughters and a missing husband. As she had no relatives in Australia, her only option was 

to apply for a Community Support Visa, which has a set of quite difficult requirements, 

including the need to raise an initial $19,000 for lawyers and visa application fees. 

 

We sent out emails to all our usual networks, telling the story of the Hazara Mum and her 

five little daughters. We were bold enough to suggest that our friends consider donating 

$1,000 each. And 10 did. That was our first $10,000. The Suzanne Elliot Charitable Trust 

gave us another $10,000. 

 

A number of other things were happening…I have established a close relationship by email 

and WhatsApp with the woman we are supporting. We speak by message, phone, or video 

call most days. A number of other women joined Sue and me as new members of the 

Circle. Currently, we are seven. 

 

The story of the woman we are helping is a compelling one. Even though she still does not 

have a visa, and in fact, her application may yet be rejected, the idea of a Hazara mum on 

her own with five young daughters has captured the hearts of many. People really respond 

well to personal stories. 

My personal commitment to her is 100%. Over the last seven months I have come to know 

her really well, and I have no doubt that if she is given a visa and a chance of a decent life 

in Australia, all our efforts will be have been worthwhile. 
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Circle 111: Effective Living Centre 

Our 20 members offer pastoral and financial support to about 45 families who members 

met in Inverbrackie. We also support several families who have come from Nauru or 

Manus. Our fundraising events have an educational element (e.g. students who share 

experiences as refugees and students). This year the Circle ran a Swimming Day, two 

picnics and an activity at Woodville Bowl. The activities were well attended and well 

received.  

 

A number of our families reapplied for SHEVs that were automatically converted to 

Resolution of Status visa applications. Four families have been granted Resolution of 

Status visas and four now have permanent status.  

 

Tamil husband and wife with a young baby moved from Adelaide to Brisbane in early 

February. Wife and baby have permanent visas. Husband is still awaiting the outcome of 

Ministerial intervention after he was given the notice to leave Australia by April. He 

continues to apply for a 2-month visas. One family has been accepted for resettlement in 

New Zealand. 

 

Circle 113: Lesley’s Circle  

This Circle functions to visit and provide comfort and practical assistance to people who 

are asylum seekers or refugees by helping them to manage the demands of maintaining 

an ordinary life in Australia while coping variously with grief and anxiety, as well as 

supporting them through legal and health issues so that they remain hopeful of building “a 

good life”. 

 

Lesley provides practical support for managing phone and email and provides assistance 

and support at appointments such as with GPs, landlords, lawyers, and TAFE. Financial 

support was provided for foodbank vouchers, car registrations, pharmacy accounts, utility 

accounts, rent, mobile phone credit, petrol, groceries, household goods, and “top-up” 

money to supplement people who have little or no income & are unemployed due to illness.   

 

Circle 114: Circle of Hope 

Circle of Hope is centred around the Spire Community. This year we changed how we 

support those we are responsible for. We now take time to collaborate with other Circles, 

and offer support as a safety net group. We have very few on our books at present and 

would love to take on new individuals or families. 

 

Circle 130: Fleurieu Refugee Support Group (FRSG) 

Prior to joining COFA in June 2022, FRSG was part of the Yankalilla District Community 

Cultural Arts Network. Our first AGM as an independent group was held on 23rd September 

2022 at Club Fleurieu, Yankalilla. Our Constitution was ratified, and affiliation with Circle of 

Friends Australia was approved.  
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We have 23 Registered Members and attendance from any interested person in the 

community is welcomed. Over the past year we have broadened participation across 

multiple task groups. Our most successful task group has been the Yankalilla Area School 

Project with its focus on Refugee Week activities. Highlights included screening of 

“Scattered People” for Year 7-9 students, speakers who shared refugee stories, kite 

making sessions, a kite flying afternoon, refugee themed artwork completed during 

lessons, and finally a sausage sizzle that raised funds for FRSG. 21 of the outstanding 

works on the theme “Finding Freedom” were selected for exhibition at the FRSG stall at 

the Show on 30th September, 

 

St Patrick’s and Bastille Day Sing-along evenings fostered good will in the community and 

tapped into a growing appreciation of cultural diversity, while also raising funds. 

 

We continue to focus on Afghanistan projects through our link with Rural Australians for 

Refugees. FRSG has raised funds to support RAR and Women for Change in Afghanistan. 

 

A task group was set up to look into Community Refugee Integration & Settlement Pilot 

(CRISP) based on the Canadian community sponsorship model.  

 

Circle 131: Community Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot (CRISP) 

We are a group of seven who have chosen to support refugees through the CRISP 

program. A decision was made to do this under the umbrella of  COFA to utilise the 

expertise and supports offered.  

The CRISP program allows groups of everyday Australians to welcome refugees into their 

local community and help them with some of their immediate needs on arrival and during 

their first 12 months in the country. 

CRISP is inspired by the successful community refugee sponsorship program operating in 

Canada since the late 1970s, which has enabled more than 325,000 refugees to build a 

new life in Canada, in addition to those resettled under the government-funded 

resettlement program. CRISP will support 1,500 refugees over four years via help from 

community. 

 

Keeping people in their homes  

 

Circle 121: SOS for asylum seekers 

Circle 121 supports refugees and people seeking asylum who are struggling to make ends 

meet, due to having no access to any form of social security and no employment or 

insufficient employment to make ends meet. It assists by helping with rent payments, utility 

payments, medical expenses and other living expenses, in addition to mentoring and 

advocating on behalf of individuals. We try to help with finding appropriate training, 

employment, affordable rental accommodation and negotiating with government agencies 

and service providers to sort out problems where necessary. We also link with other circles 

and organizations supporting asylum seekers, such as STTARS, Circles involved with 
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education and employment, the Vinnies Refugee and Asylum Seeker Service, the Red 

Cross Refugee Legal and community centres.  

 

This year Circle 121 has been able to assist 15 individuals and 9 families. Some of the 

people we have been supporting have completed training courses and/or succeeded in 

finding work, but others are still struggling. Many have ongoing psychological and physical 

health problems. Language difficulties and temporary bridging visas further contribute to 

the many obstacles they face.  

 

Preventing people from falling through the cracks 

SOS for Asylum Seekers Circle (121) assists people seeking asylum who either arrived by 

boat in Australia prior to 2014, and who had to apply for refugee status under the so-called 

‘fast-track’ system introduced by the previous Federal government, or those who tried to 

arrive in Australia by boat after 2013 but were sent to either Manus or Nauru.  

 

In terms of visa status, these people can be divided into the following categories: 

1. Those who were assessed under the ‘fast-track’ system as meeting the criteria for being 

refugees.  They are only eligible for temporary protection visas (SHEVs which last 5 years 

or TPVs which last 3 years). They have been denied permanent protection visas solely due 

to their mode of arrival (by boat). 

2. Those assessed under the ‘fast-track’ system as not meeting the criteria for refugees. 

These people were given temporary bridging visas of between 3 and 6 month’s duration.  

It should be noted that the ‘fast-track’ system of processing has been highly criticized as 

lacking in procedural fairness. 

3. Those still awaiting determination of their claims under the ‘fast-track’ system. These 

people have all been denied refugee status by the former Australian government, despite 

most meeting the criteria. They have been given temporary bridging visas of between 3 

and 6 month’s duration. 

 

Almost no-one in these categories is eligible for any form of social security. 

 

Many of the people we help have significant mental and physical health problems, due to 

a multitude of factors: the trauma experienced in their country of origin, their journey to 

Indonesia and then by boat to Australia, for some, their detention on Manus or Nauru and 

for all of them, their ongoing experience of living in limbo for nearly 10 years, without the 

ability to plan for the future. Compounding these factors are their problems with language, 

lack of recognition of skills, lack of local work experience and contacts and the costs of re-

training.  
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Education Support 

 

Circle 106: St Ignatius Refugee Education Support Circle 

We continue to help as many refugees and asylum seekers as possible into work by 

contributing to their education to gain qualifications to enable them to become self-

sufficient. 

 

We are mainly retired women with wide experience of life and the benefits of education 

from pre school through to the tertiary sector. 

 

We try to link each applicant to a member so there is a clear point of reference.  There has 

been an increasing number of Ukrainian refugees who have sought our help.  We are 

continually amazed at these talented and educated people, who have a real struggle to get 

started here.  

 

We paid for recognition of Ukrainian degrees as equivalent to Australian degrees for one 

young woman. This enabled her to apply for work at her level of education to replace the 

very menial and low paid job she is currently doing.  

 

There appears to be an even greater demand for computers.  We are getting more requests 

for specialized and expensive computers. We spent $22,500, buying 13 computers. There 

were also 8 requests for computer repairs. Considerable time is spent sourcing the best 

deals for computers and other educational needs that students request. 

 

Re-uniting Families 

Circle 27: Pilgrim 

In recent years, our Circle has provided financial assistance to many individuals and 

families, both overseas and locally. In 2022, we supported several families in Afghanistan 
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and Pakistan and assisted with translation costs and also moving costs for a family. In the 

first 6 months of 2023 we have paid for driving lessons for a Burundian man and Congolese 

woman; relocation costs for an Iranian family who moved interstate, a one-off support 

payment for an Afghan mother and 5 children in Iran. 

 

To create closer links with those we support, our focus in 2023 has been ongoing rental 

costs for an Iranian woman and an Afghan man in Adelaide. We thank other Circles for 

taking over the support of the Iranian woman as our funds held at Pilgrim Church have 

depleted. We continue to provide personal encouragement to this person. 

 

Sadly, our group is ageing, and we are no longer able to manage large fundraisers. We are 

considering what we will do in the next year if we are unable to find new members.  

 

We wish to highlight and commend the amazing work done by Margaret Chittleborough 

who has been involved with Pilgrim Circle from the beginning and was convenor for most 

of this time.   

 

Circle 115: Family Reunions  

The Family Reunion Circle was set up to support people applying for protection visas 

needing help with the fees involved as well as the costs associated with family reunions. 

Visa charges have been a cruel barrier to safety and security in Australia. 

 

In the financial year of 2022 - 2023 Circle of Friends Family Reunion assisted 10 people or 

families.  

 

The majority of support was for two Afghan families sheltering in amongst the dangers of 

Pakistan while seeking permanent safety. Funds from fund raising events were used to 

support a widow and her children to get here through the Community Support Program. 

 

We also contributed to migration agent fees where people couldn’t contribute enough due 

to illness, long difficult processes, or recent arrival. The money assisted with primary 

applications and appeals. The requests came from trusted sources, often when the 

migration agent had done all the pro bono work they could afford. It made the difference in 

people being able to gain safety or bring their families to join them. 

 

Assistance Accessing Paid Work 

 

Circle 92: Jobs Cafe 

Jobs Café aims to help job seekers better prepare themselves in applying for positions and 

navigating subsequent interviews. The project began as a stand-alone exercise in late 

August 2019.  

 

Prior to Covid, on the last Tuesday of each month (7.00 – 9.00pm) four Jobs Café Meetups 

were staged to raise awareness of the facets to be considered and prepared for in 
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embarking on a job search: readiness self-assessment, personal security and survival, 

sources of job vacancies, meeting must-have criteria, gaining necessary qualifications, the 

value of volunteering and networking, cover letter and resume drafting, interview 

preparation. Guest presenters on the designated topics and employer inputs were 

supplemented by Q&A and feedback opportunities, and just as importantly time was made 

to mix, share thoughts and extend personal networks. 

 

Due to the disruption of Covid, the focus turned to staging Forums on particular 

employment sectors. These were informal two hour Tuesday sessions (11.00am – 1.00pm) 

directed by several facilitators from the sector. 

 

Jobs Café is not a Job Agency. Its networks are used to identify opportunities and it 

encourages and assists the job seeker in pursuing and securing them. It is independent, 

purely voluntary and informal in its activity. 

 

Activity is now largely based at Cibo, The Avenues Shopping Centre corner of Payneham 

Road and Nelson Street, Stepney and The Good Social Café, 307 Wright Street, City. Each 

new job seeker is asked to join the coordinator for a coffee and a chat: this face to face 

meeting is important in establishing trust so we can work together to pursue employment 

opportunities. 

 

Fund Raising 

 

Circle 9: Nathan’s Circle 

Nathan established this Circle specifically to run fundraising events for Circles. In 2022-

2023, the events included organising successful dinners to raise funds both in the Adelaide 

Hills for Ukrainian refugees and at Rumi Palace Restaurant for Middle Eastern refugees. 

He also organised cultural events to include refugees in major festivals.  
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Treasurer’s Report 

This has been another remarkable year for COFA.  We have received $442,249 in 

donations and grants and spent $425,804 in payments for refugees and asylum seekers.  

These figures are down a little from the previous year.   We have sent 2,126 receipts to 

414 donors in the last year.   

 

At the end of the financial year, the donations which did not have an indication of which 

Circle they should benefit, which totalled $3,072 was distributed to the Rapid Response 

Circle (110) and SOS for Asylum Seekers Circle (121).  These amounts were derived from 

individuals and booking platforms.  

 

An observation this year has been the increasing numbers of donors giving on a regular 

basis either setting up regular EFT transfers into our bank account or regular donations on 

the GiveNow platform.  It means that every month we have an assured income coming into 

the Circles.  Another observation is the increasing size of many donations.  

 

The Circles could never hope to attempt what they do unless they have the wonderful 

support of our donors.   We are so grateful to all our donors. 

 

Also we must thank the volunteers in the Circles who undertake the constant tasks of fund 

raising and meeting with refugees, learning of their difficulties and offering assistance, 

friendship and hope.   

 

Circle of Friends is a wonderful organisation to be involved in and we trust that everyone 

will feel the satisfaction, and perhaps a little pride in what we together can do, to make 

Australia a welcoming, friendly community for refugees and asylum seekers to find a new 

life.  

 

Bruce Whyatt, Treasurer   
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 Annual Financial Statement 

1 July 2022 - 30 June 2023 

       2022-2023        2021-2022        

Receipts: 

 Donations   $   170.00  $   360.00 

 Operational Income  $5,035.55  $5,856.90     

 Bank Interest   $      6.05       $      5.12   

 Investment Income  $   595.97                   $     89.35        

   Total  $5,807.57  $6,311.37   

Expenses:  

 Advertising & Marketing $   283.90 

Bank Fees   $   219.80      $   367.20        

 TYRO Merchant Charges $   190.12  $   220.05 

 GiveNow Merchant Charges $2,120.00  $2,499.21 

 Computer Expenses  $   117.34 

 Insurance   $2,016.84  $1,736.86 

 Printing & Stationery  $    28.50 

 Website   $   199.00  $   196.16 

   Total  $5,175.50  $5,019.48 

 

       Net Profit        $   632.07     $1,291.89 

 

Reconciliation: 

Bank Accounts at 1/7/22 

  General Account   $ 71,365.57 

  Investment Acct           $ 83,911.20 

  GiveNow Clearing  $ 17,939.30 

   Total   $173,216.07 

 

Add Receipts    $    5,807.57 

 Less Expenses   $    5,175.50  

   Balance        $173,848.14 

 

Funds Held in Trust for Circles 

  Add Balance30/6/23    $182,202.71 

  Less Balance 1/7/22  $170,299.49 

Less Journal to clear debt of  

Circle 1 from Retained Earnings$ $    1,022.26           

   Total          $184,729.10 

 

Bank Accounts at 30/6/23  

  General Account          $ 85,690.79 

  Investment Acct           $ 84,507.17 

GiveNow Clearing         $ 14,531.14 

   Total         $184,729.10  
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Notes: 

Given the profit in the 2021 -2022 year, the merchant fee charged on each GiveNow 

donation has been reduced this last financial year from 3.4%, (the rate charged by 

GiveNow), to 2.5%.   The total contribution of each donor is passed on to the indicated 

Circle and COFA bears the cost of the Merchant Fee.  This has reduced the profit for this 

year, to half that of last year. 

The Admin Fee charged to each Circle on the banking donations has remained at 1%.   

This fee, when added to the GiveNow Fee amounts to the Operational Income in the above 

figures, ($5,035.55).  This income to COFA, covers the cost of the Expenses above, 

($5,175.50). 

 

 

Events organised by our Circles:  
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Donors, Supporters and Volunteers 

 

 

Thank you to all our Circle members who think and talk through the issues, support each 

other in the work, visit families, make friends, provide information, transport and assistance 

to families, run fundraisers, donate money to the Circles, keep the information flowing, send 

out appeals and talk to friends to raise awareness of the situation. 

  

Thank you to our COFA committee whose role is to maintain financial integrity, make 

payments through the bank on behalf of the Circles, provide financial reports, provide 

governance support, write policies, respond to enquiries, and meet regularly to find 

solutions to issues as they arise. Thank you to all the members:  Bruce Whyatt our 

Treasurer, Alex Reilly our Secretary, and members Margaret Calder, Henrietta Wighton, 

Lesley Walker and Elisabeth Fagin Schmidt. 
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Thank you to Dinali Devasagayam for all your work administering our website and 

preparing our Annual Report from the minutes of the AGM. Thank you to Bibi Medved for 

all your work administering our Facebook page, creating promotional material and 

promoting all our events on Google Ads.   

  

Thank you to the Effective Living Centre for hosting us for all our meetings throughout the 

year, especially our General Meetings. We appreciate this generosity and hospitality. 

Mostly our committee meets in the evening on zoom so people still in the paid workforce 

can join us.  

  

Thank you to all our hundreds of donors, you are many and extraordinary and both regular 

as well as contributing when you can or in response to a special appeal. We couldn’t do all 

the work we do without your generosity. We also thank the people who contributed in so 

many ways to our fundraising events, the artists, the cooks, people who came out to attend, 

the volunteers, the organisers, the promoters and the donors of raffle and auction and 

bazaar items. 

  

Thank you to the organisations who gave significant grants to our Circles:  

Thank you particularly to the Suzanne Elliot Charitable Trust who have donated over 

$80,000 to a variety of Circles over the year. Amazing level of support for our work. Other 

donors included:  Uniting Church parishes of Seacliff, Burnside, Prospect Rd, Para Vista, 

Mount Horrocks, Onkaparinga Lions Club, Mercedes College, Louisa Da Costa Trust, 

Des’s Adelaide, Liffey Glen Pty Ltd, HitSA Chart Fund, and the Department of Multicultural 

Affairs.   
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COFA Management 

 

Committee Members 

Monica O’Wheel - Chair 

Alex Reilly - Secretary 

Bruce Whyatt – Treasurer 

Margaret Calder 

Elisabeth Fagan-Schmidt 

Lesley Walker 

Henrietta Wighton  

 

Circle Convenors 

Blackwood - Hills Circle (7) – Jenny Lewis  

Willunga Circle (11) - Jayne Jennifer 

Family of Four (13) – Lesley Walker 

Family Nonaz (17) – Jenny Lewis 

Strathalbyn Southern Hills Circle (22) – Lib Doube 

Pilgrim Circle (27) – Libby Hogarth 

Kensington Circle (75) – Monica O’Wheel 

Job’s Café Circle (92) – Peter Habel 

St Ignatius Refugee Education Support Circle (106) – Bernadette Burke  

Rapid Response Circle (110) - Trish Dundon 

Effective Living Centre Circle (111) – Pauline Kenny  

Lesley’s Circle (113) - Lesley Walker 

Circle of Hope Circle (114) - Paul Turley 

Family Reunions Circle (115) - Monica O’Wheel  

The Manresa Circle (117) – Ruth Gordon 

SOS for Asylum Seekers Circle (121) - Henrietta Wighton 

Broadview Circle (122) – Rachel Lafain 

Circle 125 – Anna Ziersch 

Circle 126 – Anthea Falconberg 

Afghan Emergency Circle (127) – Monica O’Wheel 

Circle 130 Fleurieu Refugee Support - Bill Page 
Circle 131 Mellita - Elisabeth Fagan-Schmidt 
 

All members are volunteers, providing time and energy from our passion and dedication to 

supporting asylum seekers and refugees. 

 

Financial accounts are audited by Tony Fogarty.



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


