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Chairperson’s report 1 July 2023 - 30 June 2024 
 
Circles of Friends has been busy, as always, over this past year with four new circles set up and 
one reactivated. Our combined income and expenditure were both over $500,000. We welcome 
the new Circles doing their important work – supporting families from Gaza, supporting secret 
schools for girls in Afghanistan and supporting the visa application for a man to bring his family 
to Australia.  
Each Circle has been supporting the people it has come to know, responding to their needs and 
creating friendships. Ways in which Circles provide support are diverse: 
• Some Circles continue to provide either full or partial living costs for people on Bridging Visas 

with little or no income.  
• Some circles support asylum seekers who have been in Australia for over 12 years without 

protection 
• Some Circles continue to support the families or individuals they have come to know with all 

the settlement issues that arise.  
• Some Circles support individuals or families in bringing family members to safety in Australia, 

having finally gained the Resolution of Status Visas after at least 11 years of insecurity on 
Temporary Protection Visas. There are the costs of the applications, which can be difficult for 
people injured or sick, and then the months of uncertainty about whether they will be able to 
come.  

• Some Circles are supporting people who are arriving on Humanitarian Visas and Community 
Support Program Visas to navigate the maze of Australian life. 

After the combined advocacy by COFA and the Red Cross to the South Australian Government, 
we have heard that asylum seekers on Bridging Visas will be eligible for State Government 
concessions for energy, water, cost of living and transport from 1 January 2025. The State 
Government consulted with us on how to roll this out.  

About 650 people in South Australia have been refused protection in the flawed “Fast Track” 
system despite the danger of returning to their home country. We support and advocate for some 
of these people. 

Sadly, new people are now on Nauru, living with insecurity and isolation after seeking safety by 
boat. Hopefully, they will go to New Zealand very soon. About 50 people remain in Papua New 
Guinea, suffering long-term illness from so many years of being caught in the cruelty of the 
offshore system. We need the political will to resolve this situation for people. 

The COFA committee has written its new Child Safe Policy to comply with legislation, and we have 
appointed a new Child Safety Support Person to oversee this work. 

The COFA committee has changed how we meet so that we can include younger people on our 
committee. All meetings are in the evening, mostly on Zoom to reduce night driving, and twice a 
year, face-to-face meetings are held during daylight savings time. We encourage new members 
to join the committee to learn about the whole organisation and share the workload. We welcome 
our new committee members who have already joined us. 

Thank you to all our circle members, our supporters and our donors. Together we do amazing 
work. COFA will continue with our strength and collaborative thinking, and the generosity of 
donors. 
Monica O’Wheel, August 2024  



P a g e  | 3 
 

 

Circle 106, St Ignatius Refugee Education Support Group  

Purpose/aims 
We continue to help as many refugees and asylum seekers as possible into work by contributing 
to their education to gain qualifications that enable them to become self-sufficient. 

Finances and Fundraising 
Our income was approximately $35,000 across the financial year. 
 
Appeal to the Parish community one weekend per year. We had three refugee student speakers 
this year. The individual stories of how we helped were of interest to the congregation. One 
eminent and highly respected member of the profession to which one of the students aspires 
was in the congregation and offered that student some tutoring and mentoring in his studies. 
Mother’s Day Flower Stall. We involve the participation of a much wider group of parishioners 
than our committee.  
This year, we raised approximately $1800. Most funds are contributed by credit card to COFA 
and EFT through the COFA website. We have a series of very generous regular and periodic 
donors. We helped 49 applicants this year, many needing computers and some support in both 
semesters. Because of our generous supporters, we have been able to increase the amount 
spent per applicant. 

Circle Members 
Currently, the majority consists of retired women with wide experience of life and the benefits of 
education from preschool through to the tertiary sector. 
Have about 6-8 regular attendees, plus some email participants, who may answer a request for 
financial support that speaks to that individual. 

Activities 
We are receiving a wider variety of requests now. One is for an art installation that may lead to 
employment. This client has become an Australian citizen and has enrolled in a TAFE course in 
his artistic field. Another is for a cyber security course. 
There is an even greater demand for computers. We are getting more requests for specialised 
and expensive computers, e.g. someone doing filmmaking has different needs from an entry-
level student at university. We spent approximately $22,000 buying computers and iPads. 
There is considerable time spent sourcing the most appropriate resources and best deals for 
computers and other educational needs that students request. 

Other 
Delighted to have requests from Afghanistan, Ukraine, Iran, Syria, Sudan, Haiti and other 
countries. 
Special thanks to our many generous donors, especially within the Norwood parish and to 
Bruce Whyatt for his help with processing receipts to our receipts for our donors 
 
 
 



P a g e  | 4 
 

 

Circle 134 Zafar Ali 2023 - 2024 

Purpose/aims 
This circle aims to raise money for Zafar Ali to sponsor his family to come to Australia. Zafar 
came by boat in 2013, and his family, his wife and 4 boys live in Herat, Afghanistan. Zafar has 
seen them once in all that time but remains committed and devoted to them. He lost a daughter 
in 2017, visited his wife in Iran later that year and made a miracle baby Ahmad. Zafar has not 
met that child yet. 
Since arriving, Zafar has become a wonderful member of the Kilburn community, helping many 
others and volunteering for Vinnies and Meals on Wheels. 
The community really got on board with the fundraising for him and donated generously raising 
$27,230 in a few weeks. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
The total raised was $27.230 
$23,000 was used to pay the mandatory Visa application fees 
$3,000 was used for the family to travel to Herat for necessary Biometrics and Medicals. 
The balance will hopefully be added to in preparation for the airfares needed when their visas 
are granted. 
All money raised was through donations. We have not had any fundraising activities yet. 

Circle members 
Emma Yengi 

Activities  
This Circle is only supporting one Asylum seeker so far but may be opened up to more if 
required. No activities have been conducted yet. 

Appreciation 
Our sincere appreciation goes to: 
Stephanie Margush from BR Legal for her Pro bono assistance 
The Vinnies community of volunteers who donated generously 
Mercy House of Welcome previous staff  
Community connections via our wonderful Vinnies family 
All those who love and support Zafar ������ 
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Circle 121 SOS for Asylum Seekers Circle 

Purpose/aims 
Circle 121 supports refugees and people seeking asylum in SA who are struggling to make ends 
meet, due to having no access to any form of social security and no employment or insufficient 
employment to make ends meet.  

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
The total income for Circle 121: $72,196.56 
The total expenditure for Circle 121: $79,241.49 
At the end of the financial year C121 was $13,034.18 in credit. 

Number of people assisted 
Circle 121 assisted 17 individuals and 13 families.  

Donors 
C121 received a total of $44,118.21 from 39 individual donors, some of whom donated on a 
regular basis.  
The Suzanne Elliot Trust provided C121 with grants amounting to $20,000.  
CCI Giving provided COFA with a $15,000 grant, $5000 of which was given to C121. 
C121 also received $2003.90 from UC Invest and $1074.45 from the Prospect Uniting Church. 

Circle members 
Convenor of Circle 121: Henrietta Wighton.  
Members: Charlie Simpson (assists with checking withdrawal requests), Kevin Comber  (non-
active)and Julian Pfitzner (non-active).  

Activities  
C121 assists people with rent, bonds, utilities, medical and pharmacy costs and other living 
expenses. We receive referrals from other Circles, VRASS, AMES, STTARS and LWB. 
 
In addition, C121 advocates on behalf of individuals, negotiating with government agencies/ 
service providers to sort out problems where necessary.  We also refer people, where 
appropriate, to other Circles and agencies to find appropriate counselling, legal advice, training, 
employment, and affordable accommodation.  

Appreciation 
We want to express our gratitude to all our generous individual donors, some regular and some 
one-off. Their support has enabled C121 to continue helping some of our society's most 
vulnerable people. 
Circle 121 is also very grateful to the Suzanne Elliot Trust and CCI Giving, which have been 
extremely generous and supportive. We also thank UC Invest and the Prospect Rd Uniting 
Church. 
The grants and donations received by C121 have been a lifesaver for many of the people we 
support; every one of them is extremely grateful for the kindness and generosity of the donors. 
Without this help, many of the asylum seekers we help would be destitute and living on the 
streets.   
Circle 121 also thanks Monica, Bruce, and all the other Committee members for their 
dedication and hard work.  



P a g e  | 6 
 

 

Circle 131 Mellita 

Purpose/aims 
Working under the CRISP program 

CRISP: Community Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot - Community Refugee 
Sponsorship Australia 

We have been very busy the last few months getting ready to support a family from 
Afghanistan who is currently living in Iran and will arrive in August. 

Circle members 
8 members in our first year with COFA 

Activities  
3 fabulous fundraisers to cover costs needed to help set up a home. 
Regular meetings, as needed, started monthly and are now weekly. 
Regular contact with family through WhatsApp in the last 2 months encouraged and highly 
rewarding. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Income 23/24                $7,579.29 
Expenditure 23/24        $3,936.98 
Net Income  23/24        $3,642.31 

Number of donors and funds received: 
Via COFA four Donors $1250 received. 
Via Fundraiser 1 3 Donors $275 received. 
Via Fundraiser 2 9 Donors $265 received. 
Total of 13 donors $1790 in donations received. 
2 Fundraisers 
Fundraiser 1 dinner party and music in a private home net $1,375.00 raised. 
Fundraiser 2 Cabaret night in Gingers cafe including silent auction net $3,791.93 raised 

Appreciation 
Generous donations from dear friends, family and companies  
https://www.emma-sleep.com/ supplied 4 new beds and mattresses 
https://au.whogivesacrap.org supplied toilet paper and tissues and various personal soaps 
Generous offer of private rental for 6 months at affordable rent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://refugeesponsorship.org.au/what-we-do/crisp/
https://refugeesponsorship.org.au/what-we-do/crisp/
https://www.emma-sleep.com/
https://au.whogivesacrap.org/collections/all?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=&utm_agid=39232867361&utm_term=who%20gives%20a%20crap&device=m&placement=&utm_content=68871549439232867361683742280535&utm_a=39232867361&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADQBaMfUTUDAjw7mf5fW98LV5jMFW
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Circle 129 Family MF   

Purpose/aims 
Initiated in November 2022, Circle 129 currently has 6 benevolent donors who contribute every 
month, plus numerous donors who generously assist when called upon.  The funds support the 
family in Afghanistan of a man (MF) living in Adelaide who has severe disabilities caused by a 
workplace accident.  His family are enduring the hardships of life in Afghanistan.  It is hoped 
legal arrangements will be finalised soon so his wife and four children can join MF. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Opening Balance $276.50 
Income*  $12,344.01 
Expenditure  $12,010.86  
Closing Balance $609.65  
 
*Includes $3,700.00 in direct transfers from several Circles - predominantly C7 Blackwood Hills, 
but also C17 Family Nonaz, C113 Lesley’s Circle, and C127 Afghan Emergency. 
 
In addition C113 financed $782.97 for shopping, Metrocards and minor visa costs.   

Circle Members 
We have five people using our WhatsApp group to keep in touch, advise and organise tasks.   
Plus a scrutineer of all financial transactions, RH – thank you for your work and quick responses 
to my emails. 

Activities Relating to MF’s Family in Kabul:  
Communication with family members by email whenever they can find access to the internet. 
Funds were sent monthly and have provided basic necessities: food, winter clothing, heating & 
cooking fuel, replacement of household goods lost in transit as well as a robbery, costs of 
diabetes and other medications, dental treatments, taxis to/from hospital appointments. 

Activities Supporting MF in Adelaide: 
We acknowledge the very active support by member DM, who has undertaken to advocate and 
improve the quality of MF’s lifestyle in every possible way—support in medical, legal, and 
financial arrangements, including meetings with Centrelink and Medicare. Invaluable practical 
support and assistance have been provided by W&K—frozen meals being only one example. 

Appreciation 
The generosity of donors sustains and energises Circle members.   
Thank you to: 

• the regular monthly donors and the single donors - without you the family would be in 
great hardship – they endure in a harsh climate and are at risk of violence from the 
Taliban, with increasingly restrictive conditions imposed on women. 

• the donor who provided funds to assist in two emergency situations.  
• the Pastor and members of Semaphore Uniting Church for inviting me to speak on 

several occasions, and their donations totalling $700.00.  
MF is very appreciative of every assistance he has received and deeply regrets the loss of his 
independence, which has left him relying on others' support. Late in August 2024, at Adelaide 
Airport, he welcomed his daughter AF, a joyful reunion after 12 years. 
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Circle 127 Afghan Emergency 

Purpose/aims 
Circle 127 Afghan Emergency provides family and individual support to newly arrived refugees 
on Humanitarian and Family Reunion visas. It also helps them in their settlement process by 
providing personal support and financial assistance. 

Finances for financial year 
We have regular donors and one-off donors 
Grants – We have gratefully received grants from the Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust. Other 
circles have also transferred money to us.  
Fundraising activities—In this past year, we have raised funds through a dinner at Rumi Palace 
restaurant and email appeals. 

Circle members 
We have nine active Circle members who attend meetings, visit and stay in touch with families 
and individuals. 
 
 

Circle 17 Family Nornaz 

Purpose/aims 
Circle 17 was formed in Jan 2022 to support the Noraz family to come to Australia on 
Humanitarian Visas. 
Background: She was a midwife working in the emergency department of a busy Kabul Hospital. 
He was a finance officer working for a major Afghani Engineering and Construction company. 
Five days before the fall of Kabul, a baby daughter was born. Six days after the fall of Kabul, the 
family fled to Quetta. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Total income (donations) was $3,485.47, and total expenditures were $3,171.76. All of the 
expenditures were in the form of a monthly allowance sent to family Nornaz in Quetta to help 
with living expenses. 

Circle members 
Up until June, 2024, there are just 2 members.  Now, due to long delays and fears of forcible 
repatriation to Afghanistan, we are moving the family to the Community Sponsorship Program.  
We are seeking to put together a broader group of people in the community who will support 
them by: 
• providing friendship, • writing letters of support, • taking them to appointments, • help with 
fundraising, • collecting furniture, • assistance in finding work and housing • help with managing 
Australian culture and government systems 
Please contact Jenny Lewis on 0418848508 or jennylewis.sa@gmail.com  if interested in helping 
support this family. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jennylewis.sa@gmail.com
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Circle 114 Circle of Hope  

Purpose/aims 
Our Circle began life meeting and supporting refugees and asylum seekers attending Hope’s 
Café in Norwood. Our purpose is to support individuals with rent and other living expenses. 
Our circle focuses on providing a ‘safety net’ to help individual refugees and asylum seekers 
with what they need for a specific time period.  With this initiative, we seek to tailor our support 
in ways that will help the person (at least in the short term) before consulting and liaising with 
other organisations to explore which needs are short-term / long-term / sustainable or not. To 
this end, we have point-persons to make contact with each person connected to our support.  

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Circle 114 have seven regular donors, and one of our Circle members, Merri, raises significant 
funds through online sales.  
The total amount donated from all sources:  We receive $ 462.00 every month from donors, 
received a once-off from one donor ($2000) and have $7,798.38cr in our current balance.  
Circle 114 hosted a very successful Celebrity Quiz Night in August 2023, with the inspirational 
support and leadership by Mij Tanith, and the gracious support of many of Circle 114’s regular 
supporters.  We are now planning a fundraiser on 13 September, hosting a Spring Luck Dinner at 
Hope’s Café and very relieved to have a sold-out event.  One of our fundraisers, a Bingo Sunday 
arvo, was cancelled as little interest was shown.   

Circle members  
Number 114 has seven active members  
Paul Turley serves as chair. 
Audrey Swanbury serves as treasurer. 

Activities   
Circle 114 currently supports four refugees directly with rent and other living expenses and has 
also sourced and delivered household goods to refugees setting up homes. 

Appreciation  
Circle 114 thanks all of our individual donors for their support of the friends we have been able 
to help this year.  We are also grateful for the loyal and gracious support given by friends of 
Circle 114 to support all of our fundraisers with enthusiasm and joy.    
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Circle 111 Effective Living Centre 
Circle 111 has provided financial support to many families. Major items of expenditure include 
rent (6 families: $26,612), utility bills (3 families: $2,950), dental costs (2 families: $1865) and 
ambulance cover (4 families: $2163.67). 
Our social events provide an opportunity to share food and cultures, to celebrate developing 
friendships and to involve families in discussions about what they would like for future events. 

Purpose/aims 
We offer pastoral and financial support to families who come to our attention through various 
means. Some of these families have been associated with our Circle since their time in 
Inverbrackie, more than ten years ago. We also support families who have come from Nauru or 
Manus during the last seven years, as well as a family, including 10 children, who have recently 
arrived from Syria. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Income (individual donations)                          $23,545.06 
Expenditure                                                           $36,266.93 
Balance of funds as at 30th June 2024               $6458.18  
 
Reconciliation of Circle 111 Business account  
Income  $40789.86 
Donations 
14 regular donors (monthly) and 10 one-offs in the last financial year.                 $11,021.00 
Other donations 
Krista $10,000, Seacliff Uniting Church $1124, Mercedes College $1400 $12,524.00 
Total donations: $23,545.03 
Fundraising: Sip and Support held at Mercedes College $3296.86 

Circle members 
Convenor/Chairperson – Pauline Kenny 
Treasurer – Robyn Elix 
Secretary – Sue Shepherd and Mary Camilleri 
13 active members who regularly attend monthly meetings, as well as a representative from 
Young Mercy Links. 

Activities – events for families 
2/12/23 Picnic Day, Soldiers Memorial Gardens, Prospect 
16/1/24 Swimming Day, Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
13-15/10/24 Family camp at Narnu Farm 
11/5/2024 Mothers Day celebration held at St Thomas school, Goodwood. 
We also distribute Christmas presents to families. The gifts are supplied by Henley Beach 
Catholic Church and Vinnie's group. Glen Osmond Parish provides Coles vouchers. All are 
sorted and distributed with lots of support from Young Mercy Links women. 

Appreciation 
We sincerely thank our generous financial supporters, the Young Mercy Links who actively 
contribute to our family and fundraising events, and Mercedes College who provide hands-on 
support and the venue for our fundraising. 
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Circle 108 

Purpose/aims 
To provide airfares, fees to Settlement Service International, Government Visa fees, and total 
living expenses for an Afghani refugee and her five daughters for the first 12 months of their life 
in Australia. Under the terms of their visa, the government does not provide any financial 
support at all in this initial period.  

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Total income: $51,301.21   total expenditure: $73,348.49 
Grants: the Suzanne Elliott charitable trust     $10,000 for airfares 
Fundraisers 

• A very unusual bazaar    12/8/23   $8,800 
• Garage sale    11/11/23   $2,000 
• Open garden tickle tank  3/12/23   $1,295  
• Wine sale    Nov 23    $1,260 
• Wine sale    May 24    $3,700 

 
We have about 50 one-off and regular donors, some of whom have given thousands of dollars 
over the past 18 months.  This amounts to around $25,000 

Circle members 
We are women, mostly in our 60s and 70s, with various skills and experience. Between us, we 
manage all the complex requirements of this particular Circle, from behind-the-scenes admin 
to practical organising, communication, publicity, networking, and the creative manifestation of 
funds. We work hard at fundraising while at the same time spending quality time with the family, 
with activities ranging from weekly trips to the IGA at Kilburn to riding with the girls through the 
parklands.  
We are: Mij Tanith, Sue Webb, Janet Giles, Jo Martin, Monica McCormack, Karine Richard, and 
Marg Sullivan  

Activities  
So Far: 
Succeeded in getting a Community Support Visa for an Afghan woman and her five daughters; 
Organised housing in the CBD, close to several of our Circle 108 members; Coordinated the 
furnishing of the house with goods donated by friends and the wider community; Organised 
schooling for all the girls at St Aloysius College on full scholarships; Introduced the family to 
other Afghan families in the neighbourhood; Assisted in all aspects of settlement, including 
organising Medicare and on-going dental treatment; Helped enrol the Mum for full-time English 
lessons at TAFE; Helped organise part-time work for her 
And Ongoing: 
Daily social contact; Helping with homework; Organising various outings; Driving various family 
members to appointments; More fundraising 
 
We are most grateful for the many friends who have joined our support network and who 
help spread the word about our family and their ongoing need for support. We are also grateful 
to the Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust for their funding and for their belief in what we do.  
Most importantly, we thank Circle of Friends Australia, its Chair, Monica O’Wheel, and its 
Treasurer, Bruce Whyatt, without whom none of our work would be possible.   
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Circle 132 Empowerment Network 

Purpose/aims 
Empowerment Network 132, an affiliate under Circle of Friends Australia Inc, is committed to 
advancing education for Afghan girls through innovative and covert schooling methods. This 
report outlines our achievements, activities, and future directions for the year. Our donors are 
mostly our networks and friends, and we didn’t have any grants to support our circle.  Only once 
CF009 supported our circle by transferring some amount of their funds to our circle.  
Our mission is to provide access to education for Afghan girls despite the ongoing restrictions 
imposed by the Taliban. We aim to empower these girls through covert or underground schools, 
ensuring their right to education and fostering a brighter future. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Credited: $9,632.39        Debited: $3,972.01  

Activities 
Establishment of Covert Schools 

• Founded 15 underground schools educating nearly 300 students. 
• Developed a secure network of educators and volunteers. 
• Implemented robust security protocols with no reported incidents. 

Educational Programs 
• Offered comprehensive curricula in core subjects. 
• Provided teacher training and resources. 

Community Engagement 
• Gained support and awareness through community outreach and media campaigns. 
• Advocated for girls' education and challenged social stigmas. 

Advocacy and Support 
• Promoted Afghan girls' rights through public speaking and media appearances. 
• Assisted families in navigating educational challenges. 

Challenges 
• Operated under Taliban opposition to girls' education. 
• Addressed security concerns with stringent measures. 
• Faced challenges in acquiring and distributing resources. 

Future Directions 
• Expand covert schools to underserved areas. 
• Seek partnerships for additional resources. 
• Strengthen advocacy efforts through public campaigns and global collaborations. 

Empowerment Network 132 remains steadfast in its mission to provide education for Afghan 
girls. Despite facing significant challenges, our efforts have made a substantial impact. We are 
committed to continuing our work, expanding our reach, and advocating for the rights of these 
brave young learners. 

Acknowledgements 
We extend our deepest gratitude to our dedicated volunteers, supporters, and partners who 
have contributed to our mission. Your unwavering support has been instrumental in advancing 
our cause. 
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Circle 110 Rapid Response 

Purpose/aims 
Operating state-wide, Circle 110 covers costs for which payment cannot be found elsewhere. It 
replies to enquiries, predominantly from workers in refugee support agencies, within 24 hours.  
The aim is to always help when an asylum-seeker has no money, is homeless or at risk of 
eviction, needs urgent medical treatment, or is a child. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Credited: $86,409.49 Debited: $95,399.07 was spent.  
The beginning balance was $20,453.00, and the year ended with $11,603 credit. 
Grants totalling $40,000 were received  and other Circles contributed  $4,003.49. A fund-raiser 
at Rumi Palace Restaurant gleaned $1,205.51.   
The total amount received from 20 regular donors and13 others was an incredible $41,200.49. 

Circle members 
Circle 110 has 6 members  who help source and deliver items needed and is currently 
recruiting. 

Activities  
Main activities are urgent payment of living expenses (food, clothing, transport), imminent or 
overdue utility bills, medical and pharmacy costs.  

A mobile phone and supermarket cards were purchased for a homeless man with no Visa or 
income, repairs made to CPAP machines and a new machine purchased for an asylum-seeker 
with critical health issues.  Summer saw many requests for fans and portable air conditioners; 
conversely, there has been a high demand for warm clothes and bedding this winter, especially 
from Tamil men living in freezing conditions out north. 

We were thrilled to transfer a car, serviced and in good condition, to a Congolese mother of 2 
who has mobility challenges. We also handed on a trailer to a Spanish-speaking Community  
Group who will use it to help refugees.  Lastly, a couple from Pakistan with two young children 
have received a Visa for New Zealand and a family of six from Sri Lanka have secured a rental 
after two years living in a Church Hall. 

Overall, help was provided to 20 individuals and 17 family units  in extreme long term and urgent 
short-term need, coming from 10 different nations.   

Appreciation 
Circle 110 always has a lot of people to thank as it is totally reliant on funding from donors, 
other Circles, and grants.   

Heartfelt thanks to all the individual donors who provided almost half the budget.  

Thanks to the Suzanne Elliot Trustees ($30,000)  and to the Director and Board members of CCI 
Giving ($10,000) to all contributing Circles and to the COFA Management Committee. 

Never Surrender your dreams. It is when we do not live them that dreams become impossible. 
Amazonian Oral Tradition 
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Circle 7 Blackwood Hills Circle of Friends or Refugees  

Purpose/aims 
Blackwood Hills Circle is one of the Foundation Circles of Friends, formed more than 22 years 
ago to support refugees in the community.  It has operated continuously since that time, and 
enjoys broad support in the Blackwood Community. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Total Income: $44,959.66 

Donations: $24,513.80 from 27 donors. We also received a grant of $10,000 from Toyota 
Materials Handling, and would like to thank this business for their generosity, enabling us to 
support projects which we could not have otherwise supported.  We would also like to thank the 
Louise Da Costa Foundation for their grant of $750. 

Revenue from Fundraising totalled $12,414.53 from events including a Quiz Night, Capri Film 
Evening, St Jude and Blackwood Players Theatre Nights, Sausage Sizzles, and Lions Shed 
fundraisers. 

Expenditure for the Year totalled $46,777.55. 

Circle members 

Currently 20 members. 

Activities  
• regular monthly allowances of between $160 and $600 to 5 individuals or families; 
• payment of electricity and gas bills, car registration, one off payments toward rent, 

driving lessons (3 refugees), kindy and public-school fees; 
• one-off payments towards living expenses, legal expenses, dental expenses and metro 

cards; 
• Provision of food vouchers 
• Regular payments to Circle 129 and 113, and support for Circle 110 when we can.  We 

also reimburse Lesley for fuel expenses for her visits to refugees. 

We would also like to acknowledge those who donate to the Ian Penny Memorial Bequest, a 
fund set up to provide a monthly living allowance to students of refugee background 
undertaking tertiary studies. In the last 18 months we have supported 5 tertiary students. 

Sewing Machine Project A young supporter of our circle is accepting donations of sewing 
machines to pass on to refugee women who need them. If you have a sewing machine in good 
condition to donate or know a refugee who would like one, contact Lara on 0438764444. At this 
stage, she is not accepting donations of fabric. 

Appreciation 
 We want to thank all our donors. We are always blown away by their overwhelming generosity 
and support. We would also like to thank our hard-working members, those who help us with 
fundraising, and members of the public who support our events.  
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Circle 11 Willunga Circle of Friends  

Purpose/aims 
Our purposes are: 
- to fundraise to be able to support refugee and asylum seekers in Australia, including with 

living expenses, education and professional costs, medical and legal fees 
- to support individuals and family through friendship, social contact and practical assistance. 

We have been supporting some people for 20 years. 
- to increase understanding about refugees in our local community through events and 

conversations. 

Total income for the financial year 
Total income was $16,350. Expenses were $12,809: $12,543 disbursements to individuals and 
families with $265 fees and charges. 
 
We had 15 individuals donating, including some who were making regular donations. 
We had 3 fundraising events: film afternoon $290.80, book launch $444.50 and film evening 
$1,353.50. 

Circle members 
Twelve committee members attend bimonthly meetings to discuss funding requests, share 
information about people supported, and plan events. 
There are another 50 people who are supporters who assist particularly when there are events. 

Activities  
We have supported several families for many years. M has finally received permanent residency 
and is now working to get their family to Australia. J visits the S family regularly and coordinates 
excursions to the parks and the pool.  
We work closely with Circle 110 and transfer money for emergency expenses and distribute 
clothes and furniture.  
We had 2 very successful film events showing The Staging Post in a local library and Watandar 
in a community hall. One member generously donated the takings from his book sales at a 
launch event. 

Donors and supporters 
We are very fortunate to have a number of donors and supporters as well as a strong committee 
many of whom have been active for over a decade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



P a g e  | 16 
 

 

Circle 13 Family of four 

Purpose/aims 
To socially & financially support a family in the northern suburbs whose income is very low. They 
are not eligible for Centrelink since they were in offshore detention in 2013 and the Australian 
government insists they will never be allowed to settle in Australia.  Their Bridging Visas are very 
temporary, renewed every 6 months so far since September 2020. They are not eligible for 
concessions. Anxiety and health issues are constant. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Opening Balance $2,184.67 
Income*  $20,606.00 
Expenditure  $17,345.14 
Closing Balance $5,445.53 

*Includes:  
• Grant from Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust – $10,000 (December 2023). 
• 8 Donors - total $470. 
• Funds raised by Hot Gospel Choir Concert - $2,094.  Many thanks to Jen Richardson and 

Quentin Ayers & the members of the Hot Gospel acapella choir. 
Other Income or expenditure not included in above:  
• $5,200 from a benevolent donor who contributed monthly via Lesley’s Circle 113. 
• Assistance from Circle 7 [Blackwood Hills] and Circle 121 [SOS for refugees]. 
• Foodbank vouchers invoiced to C113. 

Particular Challenges 
When in work the family paid their rent. In cooler months as shifts were reduced, they contributed 
what they could and Circle 13 paid the balance.  Additionally Circles 113, 121 and 7 assisted them 
during winter/spring in ‘23 and in June ‘24.  In May 2024 their landlord increased the rent by 28% 
to $860 per fortnight. Pharmacy account - average $260/month (not eligible for concession). 

Activities 
Weekly visits to provide social support and assist with organising: school card applications, 
school photo orders, hospital /clinic appointments, dental appointments, water bills, ambulance 
and ABN applications, and (invited) to join in phone consultations with lawyers. Providing and 
sharing books and puzzles each week with the children. Eating delicious traditional meals 
together. 
Every school holiday the children chose an activity or outing. Semaphore & St Kilda beaches 
and the Zoo were favourites.  

Circle Members 
Lesley Walker as Convenor, and Rosemary Herd who scrutinised all financial expenditure and 
was the second signatory for requesting payments. Many thanks to Rosemary for this support 
through her prompt & diligent attention to my emails. 

Appreciation  
The family is very appreciative of the support and advice from all Circles including Circle 92 Jobs 
Cafe.  Thanks also to those who negotiated the renewal of the Medicare card each 6 months. 
Thank you to the Trustees of Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust who have been constant supporters. 
Thank you to every person who supported me and donated funds and goods to help this family. 
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Circle 75 Kensington  

Purpose/aims 
Circle 75 responds to requests within its capacity that do not fit other Circles' work. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Total income from donations - $3,186.00 
Total expenditure distributed to asylum seekers- $3,501.2 
Number of donors – 5 regular donors with some occasional donors 
Circle 75 does not do any fundraising other than gratefully receiving donations from friends of 
our Circle. 

Circle members and friends 
Only one member is active, plus regular donors and a long email list. 

Activities 
We are supporting family members of people in Adelaide who have come and asked us for 
assistance to help their family while waiting overseas for Humanitarian visas. We regularly 
support one family in Ethiopia and one family in Indonesia. We also occasionally assist Circle 
110 and other Circles with funds. 
Thank you to our donors who allow us to support these families. 
 

Circle 92 Jobs Cafe  

Purpose/aims 
Voluntary assistance for all comers seeking employment.  

Total income and expenditure for the financial year  
Starting Balance: $1344.33  
Expenditure: $1896.85     Income: $1700.00  
End Balance: $1147.48  

Circle members 
Peter Habel, Founder/ Coordinator Jobs Cafe  

Activities  
Face to face coffee and chat with job seekers, review of their Resume, identification of roles 
they really want to pursue, drafting of Cover Letters, strategies if offered Interviews.  
                                                  1/ 7/ 23                         30/ 7/ 24                     Annual Increase  
Job Seekers                            868                                 1073                                     205  
Positions found                    341                                    395                                       54  
Support network                  612                                   672                                        60  

Appreciation  
HITsa: donation of $1,500 towards monthly coffee bills 
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Circle 115 Family Reunion 

Purpose/aims 
Circle of Friends 115 Afghan Emergency raises money to assist asylum seekers and refugees 
with the cost of protection visas and  family reunion 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Total Income - $37,001.29 

Total Expenditure - $27,121.98 

Current balance - $12,174.50 

Donors – 2 regular donors, 11 one-off donors 

Grants – We have gratefully received grants from Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust and Susan 
McKinnon Foundation, COFA. Other circles have also transferred money to us when we needed 
it to support particular people. Thank you Circle 27, Circle 108, Circle 7 and Circle 9.  

Fundraising activities – In this past year we have raised funds with a Wine Sale and a dinner at 
Lazziz Afghan Cuisine. 

Circle members 
We have three active members who organise fundraising activities and make decisions about 
making payments. We are backed up by 3 other members who run fundraising activities for us 
and another member who keeps our financial records. 

Activities 
We are regularly contacted by Migration Agents, service providers like STTARS, ARA, and 
Refugee Health Service to assist refugees to pay the costs of bring their families here or to assist 
with a Ministerial Appeal for a protection visa. We assisted 13 families or individuals this past 
year. They were from Afghanistan, South America, Eritrea, Sudan, some in a desperate and 
urgent situation. We were able to quickly respond and pay the high costs of safety – including 
visa application, exit visas, air fares, passport and other costs. 

At the end of the year we were raising money for an application for family reunion after a woman 
received her Resolution of Status Visa after 11 years of insecurity unable to bring her children to 
safety due to her temporary protection visa. Thank you to the Circles who responded to our 
request for extra funds. 

Appreciation 
Thank you to all our donors and fundraisers and everybody who attended our dinner and bought 
wine in our sale. Your support is greatly appreciated. 
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Circle 113 Lesley’s Circle 

Purpose/aims 
To provide practical assistance to people who are asylum seekers or refugees needing help to 
manage the demands of maintaining an ordinary life in Australia while coping variously with grief 
and anxiety. To support people through legal and health issues so that they remain hopeful of 
building “a good life”. 

Total income and expenditure for the financial year 
Opening Balance $5,381.62 
Income  $15,715.29 
Expenditure  $12,499.88 
Closing Balance  $8,597.03 
Income from:  
3 regular donors – Anonymous, TJ & CO, plus10 occasional donors. 
Transfers from other Circles: C7 Blackwood Hills – regular & significant; C106 St Ignatius Refugee 
Support Group; C108 M Tanith; C112 Karibu. 
Expenditure includes: 
Car registrations, utilities, rents, Foodbank vouchers, living expenses, SA Ambulance, removalist 
fee, Metrocards, family support overseas, overlocker service, art materials.  
Foodbank Vouchers - Total for Year: $4,665.00. 

Month of July 2023 $174.50 for 4 people.  
Month of June 2024 $855.99 for 15 ppl. Subsidised $510.00 monthly, transfer from C7. 

Circle Members 
Convenor Lesley Walker. Rosemary Herd has continued to scrutinise all financial transactions 
and is the second signatory for requesting payments from the COFA trust account for C113. 
Thank you, Rosemary, for your thoroughness and ongoing support.  Late in 2022-2023 we were 
joined by SK who is a strong advocate with experience in applications and letters to State and 
Federal government departments. Her expertise in these essential areas is appreciated. 

Activities  
Average of 10 visits /month, mostly at Elizabeth & Salisbury. 
Regular visits: Family of four including 2 children, northern suburb; single man, northern suburb; 
single man, western suburb; single man, western suburb. 
Other infrequent contact as requested: Family of four people including 2 children, northern 
suburb; single man previously in offshore detention, then detention in Brisbane, released early 
2023, phone credit, living expenses, clothing for travelling to USA; single man in Pt Moresby, 
phone credit; single men, shared accommodation, seasonal work, utilities; family from Palestine, 
Metrocards, Foodbank vouchers; single woman, Altus training course. 
Support: phone calls, emails, liaising, referrals, discussions, explanations, applications, and 
attendance at appointments as requested. 

Appreciation:  
Grateful Thanks to C7 Blackwood Hills CoF for paying regular costs and bills whenever I 
requested help. Also to an anonymous donor for amazingly generous donations each month 
which enabled C113 to meet many needs. 
 
Thank you to the members of C7 Blackwood Hills CoF for their fundraising, and finally deep 
appreciation of the work undertaken by the members of the COFA management committee. 
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Circle 130 Fleurieu Refugee Support Group  
 
At our AGM in October 2023 Peter Cleland stood again as Treasurer and Brian Matthews 
was elected as Secretary. The acting Chairperson role is on rotation. 
We have a large email list, submit articles to the Yankalilla Regional News and hold a stall at 
the annual Yankalilla Show. 

Total income and expenditure  
Balance 10 August, 2023: $2003.53 plus $750 in COFA account (for when donors request a 
tax receipt). 
Balance 17 September, 2024: $1433.93 plus $440 in COFA account. 

Activities 
An evening with local author Beverley Bell to discuss her refugee novel “The Other Side of 
the Ocean”. 
Our Easter Art Show raised funds for Afghanistan projects and awarded prizes for students’ 
artworks on the theme “Connection”. 
We joined with other Rural Australians for Refugees (RAR) groups sending postcards to 
politicians to demand action against the Taliban for ongoing persecution of women and 
girls. Penny Wong responded. The Taliban are to be taken to the International Court of 
Justice for gender discrimination by Canada, Australia, Germany and the Netherlands. 
Fleurieu Refugee Support Group has been nominated for an award at the RAR National 
Conference to recognise our support for Afghanistan projects. 
 

Circle 117 Manresa 

Purpose/aims 
We continue to help our family of 7 from the Congo by assisting with paying their rent.  They are 
now taking responsibility for a portion of the rent. 

The Norwood St Ignatius Parish are very generous to the family by providing a weekly allowance 
and the rent is at a much-reduced rate. 

Financial balance 
As of 30th June 2024, we have $10,000 (approx.) in both our COFA Account and our Bendigo 
Bank Account. 

Activities 
We are holding a Book & Garden Sale in November.  We could not do this without the support of 
St Ignatius Parish.  This will be our last fund-raising event.  We are trusting that the family will be 
fully independent by early next year. 

Due to our fundraising events, we have been able to assist other Circles with substantial funds. 
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Circle 27 Pilgrim 

Activities 
It has been a rather quiet year for Pilgrim Circle but with generous donations from 
Church members and others we have been able to provide Circle 110 with $4000 and 
cover translations costs $419; travel costs $2650; immigration fees $8025 and a gift 
towards living costs for an Afghan family in Iran $450. 
 
We have a winter staff fund raiser next weekend after church and we have been 
asked to assist at a wedding commitment service for a couple at Pilgrim who have 
asked for donations to Circle 27 in lieu of wedding gifts. Later in the year 2 of Pilgrim 
Members are having a quiz night. 
 

Circle 9 Nathan’s Circle 

Purpose/aims 
To provide support to refugees in South Australia via various initiatives and to support other 
circles via fundraising.  

Total income for the financial year 
Income from fundraisers/grants: $17,376.17.   

Circle members 
A few core people assist in approving finances/grants and with activities, as well as others 
volunteer their own time.  

Activities  
Sponsoring refugees for events such as the Ukrainian and Afghan Feasts for 2023/2024. It was 
good to see refugee families attend both events sponsored by others. 
Wellness Day Out for Refugee Women: Stangate House/Garden Aldgate and Aldgate Oval Hall, 
with refugee women. Very well received. 
Cultured. 2024: A multicultural festival for Circle of Friends Australia Inc. 21st birthday event. 
Being held again in 2024 in November. 
Cultural Cook up With Refugees: People can see refugees cook a dish and try a meal. Liked by 
all there. 
Afghans in Art: Part of 2024 Adelaide Fringe, with Afghan refugee artist Zainab Kazemi, others. 
Very popular. 
Fundraising/grants: Multiple in 2023/2024. 

Appreciation 
Thank you – Sarah Dumuid, Lesley Walker, COFA Executive Committee, and all volunteers, 
groups, Woodside CWA and Onkaparinga Valley Lions Club for a previous year’s donation. 
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Circle 133 Palestine in Magill  

Purpose/aims 
The Palestine at Magill Circle was established by Mohammed Sulaiman to provide support for 
his family members trapped in Gaza and enable their safe relocation to Australia. Driven by the 
devastating impact of the war on Gaza, Mohammed seeks to rescue his family from the ongoing 
violence and ensure their well-being. The Circle's primary goal is to raise funds to cover the 
costs associated with visa applications, flights, and living expenses in Australia, ultimately 
securing a safe haven for Mohammed's family. 

Activities 

The Circle's activities primarily focus on fundraising efforts to achieve its objectives. This 
includes: 

• Public outreach: Raising awareness about Mohammed's family's plight and the Circle's 
mission through various channels, such as social media and community events. 

• Fundraising campaigns: Organizing and conducting fundraising initiatives, such as 
donations and appeals, to generate the necessary funds. 

• Financial management: Carefully managing the collected funds to ensure they are used 
effectively and efficiently towards the intended purposes. 

• Coordination: Coordinating with relevant organisations and individuals to facilitate the 
visa application process and facilitate the safe arrival of Mohammed's family in 
Australia. 
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Circle of Friends Australia Inc 

Annual Financial Statement, 1 July 2023 - 30 June 2024 
       2023-2024                               2022-2023        

Receipts: 
 Donations   $    119.35  $   170.00 
 Operational Income  $ 5,638.11  $5,035.55     
 Bank Interest   $           8.41       $        6.05   
 Investment Income  $      838.59                         $   595.97 
 Unallocated Grants                 $34,000.00       $         0.00 
   Total                $40,604.46  $5,807.57   
Expenses:  
 Advertising & Marketing $        0.00  $   283.90 

Bank Fees   $        0.00       $   219.80        
 TYRO Merchant Charges $   183.48  $   190.12 
 GiveNow Merchant Charges $2,016.40  $2,120.00 
 Computer Expenses  $    716.18  $   117.34 
 Insurance   $2,069.22  $2,016.84 
 Printing & Stationery  $         0.00  $      28.50 
 Website   $    247.00   $   199.00 
   Total  $ 5,232.28  $5,175.50 
       Net Profit          $35,372.18    $    632.07 
Reconciliation: 

Bank Accounts Balances at 1/7/23 
  General Account   $ 85,690.79 
  Investment Acct           $ 84,507.17 
  GiveNow Clearing  $ 14,531.14 
   Total   $184,729.10 

Add Receipts    $  40,604.46    
 Less Expenses    $    5,232.28  
   Balance        $220,101.028 

 
Funds Held in Trust for Circles 

  Add Balance 30/6/24    $172,041.77 
  Less Balance 1/7/23  $182,202.71 
 Less Equity transferred to Circle 115 $   2,500.00 

  Total          $207,440.34 
 
Bank Accounts Balances at 30/6/24  

  General Account           $  24,468.78 
  Investment Acct           $171,685.21 

GiveNow Clearing         $  11,286.35 
   Total         $207,440.34  
Equity: 
  Retained Earnings  $        26.39 
  Current Year Suplus/Deficit $  35,372.18 
   Total Equity  $  35,398.57 
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Treasurer’s Report 

     Notes: 
1. The Admin Fee charged to each Circle on the banked donations has remained at 1%.   This 

fee, when added to the GiveNow Fee amounts to the Operational Income in the above 
figures, ($5,638.11). This income to COFA, covers the cost of the Expenses above, 
($5,232.28). 

 
2. The GiveNow Fee COFA charges, has remained at 2.5% this year.  However, we have been 

advised that the fee that GiveNow charges is going to increase by 0.25% from 1st August.   
As COFA already absorbs 1% of the GiveNow Fee, (3.25%) it is expected that the fee 
charged to Circles for GiveNow donations will rise by 0.25% to 2.75%. 
 

3. This has been another remarkable year for COFA.  We have received $570,000 in 
donations and grants and spent $625,000 in payments for refugees and asylum seekers.  
These figures are the highest on record, being an increase by $128,000 and $200,000 
respectively.   We have sent 1964 receipts to 416 donors in the last year.   There are at least 
another 24 donors who have not received receipts because we do not know their details 
to be able to forward a tax deductible receipt to them.   It is so important that when Circles 
have fundraising events, that donors are supplied with Donation Forms, and it is stressed 
that donors complete the form and return them to the Treasurer. 
 

4. $450.71, the sum of unclaimed donations this year, from the Unknown Circle Account, 
will be transferred to a needy Circle to be decided by the Management Committee.  
 

The Circles could never hope to attempt what they do unless they have the wonderfully generous 
support of our donors. We are so grateful to all our donors. 

Also we must thank the volunteers in the Circles who undertake the constant tasks of fund raising 
and meeting with refugees, learning of their difficulties and offering assistance, friendship and 
hope.   

Circle of Friends is a wonderful organisation to be involved in and we trust that everyone will feel 
the satisfaction, and perhaps a little pride in what we together can do, to make Australia a 
welcoming, friendly community for refugees and asylum seekers to find a new life.  

 
Bruce Whyatt 
Treasurer   
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Thank You Note 
Thank you to all our Circle members who think and discuss the issues, support each other in the 
work, visit families, make friends, provide information, transport, and assistance to families, run 
fundraisers, donate money to the Circles, keep the information flowing, send out appeals, and 
talk to friends to raise awareness of the situation. 

Thank you to our COFA committee whose role is to maintain financial integrity, make payments 
through the bank on behalf of the Circles, provide financial reports, provide governance support, 
write policies, respond to enquiries, and meet regularly to find solutions to issues as they arise. 
Thank you to all the members: Bruce Whyatt, our Treasurer; Alex Reilly and then Henrietta 
Wighton, our Secretaries, and members Margaret Calder, Henrietta Wighton, Lesley Walker and 
Elisabeth Fagin Schmidt, Trish Dundon, Rachel Lafain, with 4 new members joining in June 2024 
– Riziki Saidi, Lyn Kerkam, Eshaq Barna, Mwajemi Husseini. 

Thank you to Dinali Devasagayam for all your work administering our website. Thank you to Bibi 
Medved for preparing our Annual Report, administering our Facebook page, creating promotional 
material, and promoting our events on Google Ads. 

Thank you to the Effective Living Centre for hosting our in-person General meetings. We 
appreciate your generosity and hospitality. 

Thank you to all our hundreds of donors, 440 of you in 2023 – 2024. You are many and 
extraordinary, both regular donors and those who contribute when they can or in response to a 
special appeal. We couldn’t do all the work we do without your generosity.  

We also thank the people who contributed in so many ways to our fundraising events: the artists, 
the cooks, the people who came out to attend, the volunteers, the organisers, the promoters, and 
the donors of raffle, auction, and bazaar items. 

Thank you to the organisations who gave significant grants to our Circles: 

We received $163,861 in grants from the following: 

Dept. Premier & Cabinet 
Suzanne Elliott Trust 
City of Onkaparinga 
Adelaide Fringe 
Toyota Material Handling 
Wrightville Grant 
Dist Council of Yankalilla 
Eynesbury College 
CCI Giving 
HitSA Chart Fund 
City of Port Adelaide 
 
Of these, the Suzanne Elliott Charitable Trust was the most significant, with a major grant that 
enabled us to continue supporting asylum seekers with no income and living costs and refugees 
with emergencies.  
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19 other organisations donated $28,952 to our Circles, 10 of those organisations each gave over 
$1,000:  
AWMC 
Liffey Glen P/L 
Mercedes College 
Prospect Rd UCA 
Seacliff UCA 
Spire Community 
Stirling Rotary 
Susan McKinnon Foundation 
St Vincent de Paul 
UC Invest 
 

We also thank our treasurer, Bruce Whyatt, who, as a volunteer, kept our accounts in sparkling 
order so we could all know how much money we had to distribute. 

 

Volunteers sorting out bedding for Tamil men living with very little in farm sheds. 
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Committee Members 
Monica O’Wheel - Chair 
Bruce Whyatt – Treasurer 
Alex Reilly – Secretary until January 2024 
Henrietta Wighton – Secretary from January 2024 
Rachel Lafain – minute secretary from May 2024 
Elisabeth Fagan-Schmidt 
Lesley Walker 
Margaret Calder 
Trish Dundon  from February 2024 
Lyn Kerkham from June 2024 
Eshaq Barna from June 2024 
Mwajemi Hussein from June 2024 
Riziki Saidi from June 2024 
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Circle Convenors 
Blackwood - Hills Circle (7) – Jenny Lewis 
Circle 9  – Nathan Rogers 
Willunga Circle (11) - Jayne Jennifer 
Family of Four (13) – Lesley Walker 
Family Nonaz (17) – Jenny Lewis 
Pilgrim Circle (27) – Libby Hogarth 
Kensington Circle (75) – Monica O’Wheel 
Job’s Café Circle (92) – Peter Habel 
St Ignatius Refugee Education Support Circle (106) – Bernadette Burke 
Circle 108 – Mij Tanith 
Rapid Response Circle (110) - Trish Dundon 
Effective Living Centre Circle (111) – Pauline Kenny 
Lesley’s Circle (113) - Lesley Walker 
Circle of Hope Circle (114) - Paul Turley 
Circle 115 Family Reunions - Monica O’Wheel 
The Manresa Circle (117) – Ruth Gordon 
SOS for Asylum Seekers Circle (121) - Henrietta Wighton 
Circle (127) Afghan Emergency – Monica O’Wheel 
Circle (129) Family MF – Lesley Walker 
Circle 130 Fleurieu Refugee Support - Bill Page 
Circle 131 Mellita - Elisabeth Fagan-Schmidt 
Circle 132 Empowerment Girls Education in Afghanistan – Erfan Abidi 
Circle 133 Palestine in Magill – Mohammad Sulaiman 
Circle 134 Zafar Ali – Emma Yengi 
 
All members are volunteers, providing time and energy from our passion and dedication to 
supporting asylum seekers and refugees. 
 
COFA Management 
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